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“I'm gwine to climb up higher and higher,
I'm gwine to climb up hwher and highet,
I'm gwine to climb up higher and hic hr.,r
Den my little soul’'s gwine to shine, qhme,,

Oh! den my little soul’s gwine to shine along.”
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PREFACKE.

THE desire to know more about Hampton and its students, on the
part of the many friends of this Institution, has been one reason for
publishing this little book. To them, and to the many other friends
of the freedmen and of all the great interests of humanity who, we
hope, will be made Hampton’s friends ;)y reading it, the authors
wish to say that while the impressions it gives of the school and the
life in and around it are in every sense their own, for which they
are therefore alone responsible, the historical and statistical infor-
mation contained in these pages is official, and may be relied upon

as accurate.

For all of its illustrations, except the first and the last three, the

book is indebted to the courtesy of Messrs. Harper Bros., who have

kindly allowed the use of their wood-cuts.
M. F. A.
H. W. L.
HAMPTON, January 1, 1374.
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THE SCHOOL AND ITS STORY.

by M F: A,

Awmong all the States of the Union, not one has a history
more interesting than Virginia, for her annals are full of
strangely poetic incident, from the world-famous idyl of Poca-
hontas to the tragic stories still fresh in our own memories ; and
from the fertile seaboard to the rich mountain valleys of her
western border, there is scarcely a field or village that has not
its tale to tell. More than one great name, “familiar in our
mouths as household words,” belongs in the catalogue of Vir-
oinia’s children ; and although to-day her greatness is a thing
of the past and the future, yet that future promises such cer-
tainty as is more than guaranteed by her natural advantages
and the brave and willing temper ot her people.

In the history of this State, there arose, long years ago, an
unnatural relation between two races, which furnished a pro-
blem, dealt with by statesmen, philanthropists, and fanatics,

and finally solved by God himself, in his own time, and his own
way ; and it is with an outgrowth of that problem and its solu-
tion that this little book has to do.

The introduction of negroes into the country as slaves was
made at a time when only a few minds, here and there, had
any true conception of the rights of individuals, or could put
a fair interpretation upon that higher law which makes us our
brothers’ keepers; and the virgin soil and relaxing climate of
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the South made slavery so temptingly easy and profitable as to
insure its continuance until a Power stronger than humanity
interfered to bring it to an end. In no part of the United
States can the history of negro slavery, from its origin to its
extinction, be more clearly traced than in Virginia ; and as that
State was chosen as the scene of bitterest struggle, so it seems
likely to attain the earliest and highest development, for within
its borders are now being fairly tested the possibilities of the
African race, and the results to them and the whites of the new
relations of freedom. It is not too much to say that through-
out the history of slavery in Virginia, there runs a strain of
poetic justice which 1s absolutely dramatic, robbing facts of
their dryness and interweaving the prosaic details of life with
the elements of tragedy. Nowhere has there been greater
prosperity, nowhere has there been greater suffering, and many
a page might be filled with the record of the changes which a
century has wrought, of the old things that have passed away,
and the new hopes that are blossoming for the future; and in

writing this brief story of an experiment which is just now

)



VIRGINIA, PAST AND PRESENT. 9

being tried upon Virginian soil, there will be an earnest attempt
to offer such testimony of the capacity of a hitherto enslaved
race, and of the intelligent and generous action of their whilom
owners, as shall not be altogether valueless.

THis experiment of negro education is too serious a matter
to be treated otherwise than with the severest honesty ; it is
not to be wrought out in the white heat of fanaticism, or the

oclow of a superficial sentiment, but must rather be tested by

patient, practical trial on the largest possible scale ; and such
trial can at present be made only under specially favorable cir-
cumstances. There must be a suitable climate, a need and an
ability to pay for skilled labor, and a fairly unprejudiced and
intelligent white populdtion, while, of course, the willingness of
the blacks themselves to assist in the work of their own en-
lightenment must, to a certain extent, be taken for granted.
Such a combination of circumstances exists in a marked degree
in Virginia, and 1in that State, past events seem, in a curious
fashion, to have paved the way for the present endeavor. Not
but that what may be found true of the blacks in Virginia will
hold good in all parts of our Southern country, but nmerely that
in all initial experiments of this nature, involving possibly the
life of a whole race, justice demands that the weakness and
ignorance of those whose fate hangs in the balance should, it
possible, be compensated for by the offer of especial opportu-
nities.

Therefore, when we ask our readers to go back with us at
first into the past of a little Virginian town, we are only ask-
ing them to trace by and by for themselves a logical sequence
of events whose results promise to-day a glorious success, and
whose close relation to each other can scarcely be without in-

terest to any who are taking thought as to the future of the
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African people on this continent. We have said that there is
scarcely a village in Virginia that has not its tale to tell, and
truly no romancer need desire richer material than lies ready to
his hand in many of the older settlements which still bear the
mark of their English origin, and hold in their mouldy parish-
registers or upon the moss-grown stones in their neglected
graveyards, the names of famous old English houses whose
cadets, or even whose heads, came with rash enterprise to meet
their death in the wilderness which they dreamed was to yield
them instead a fabulous treasure.

Just at the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay, where one of its
numerous tributary creeks opens into the broad harbor of
Hampton Roads, stands a little village, scattered along the
western shore of the creek, with its half-ruined houses and
low, white cabins irregularly clustered upon the level green
meadows down to the very water's edge. The back country
through which the creek wanders for the few miles of its
course, and the shore itself, are flat and monotonous, except for
the brilliant coloring and golden, semi-tropical sunshine which
for eight months in the year redeem the landscape from the
latter charge. DBut the changeful beauty of the shore, even
when at 1ts climax in the fresh spring months, can bear no
comparison with the eternal beauty of the sea, which, stretch-
ing far on either hand, offers by day and night, in calm and
storm, new glories and beautiful, strange surprises of color and

sound and motion. When the fury of an Atlantic storm drives

vessel after vessel into the secure anchorage of the Roads, -
until a whole fleet is gathered under the guns of Old Point Com-
fort ; or when, on some bright, breezy morning, scores of white-
winged oyster-boats put out from every safe nook of the shore,
dotting the sparkling blue of the bay like snowy birds ; or; bet-
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ter still, when the fading crimson glow of sunset makes the shore
shadowy and 1indistinct, and the little returning flotilla floats
tranquilly homeward to the slow dip of oars and the weird, rich
singing of the negro boatmen—then one gazes and listens, to
confess at last that such scenes are hard to rival, and that this
unfamiliar bit of Virginia coast need not fear the verdict of
critics with whom still lingers the remembrance of Mediterra-
nean skies or distant tropic seas.

By this broad, shining sea-path, there came, more than two
hundred years ago, the daring little band of Englishmen who
settled the town of Hampton, and made it their head-quarters
in the colonization ot the neighboring country. Their story is
too well known to every child in America to need recapitulation
here. "Their hopes and their disappointments, their struggles
and sufterings, their defeats, and final victory over the obsta-
cles that opposed their determination to possess, in their
Queen's name, the beautiful fertile land they had discovered—
all these are a part ot the nation’s history not easily to be for-
gotten. In Hampton itself still stands the quaint little church
of St. John, built between 1660 and 1667, and the records of
the court, which date as far back as 1635, prove that even before
that time a church had been built ; while the old, deserted grave-
yard has many a grave whose hollow holds the dust of English
hearts broken or wearied out by unaccustomed hardship. Here
and there may still be found vestiges of these earliest occu-
pants of the soil; but from its first settlement, the town of
Hampton has passed through such vicissitude as does not often
fall to the lot of an obscure village ; for the fortunes of war have
been uniformly against it, and it has seen more wars than one.
In 1812, the town was sacked and left desolate, its geographical

position exposing it to especial dangers, while it was unable to
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WALLS OF ST. JOHN'S CHURCH,
defend itself, and was not of sufficient importance to receive
efficient protection.

Years before this time, however, the curse which was the
cause of the blighted prosperity, not of one town only, but of
the whole South, had fallen, and when the first cargo of slaves
was landed within a few miles of Hampton, it was as if men’s
eyes were thereafter blinded to the light of God’s truth, for
from that hapless day, each year but added to the incubus, until
relief could only come through fire and sword. Viewed in the
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light of later events, this landing of the first slaves at Hamp-
ton ranks as one of the strange coincidences of fate ; for here
upon the spot where they tasted first the bitterness of slavery,
they also first attained to the privileges of freemen, the famous
order which made them “contraband of war,” and thereby vir-
tually gave them their freedom, having been issued by General
Benjamin F. Butler, from the camp at Fortress Monroe, in May,
1861.

The year of 1861 opened with threats of trouble near at
hand, and before the spring had fairly set in, our civil war began,
the country in the neighborhood of Fortress Monroe becom-
ing almost immediately the scene of bitter contest: for the
importance of that post as a centre of operations was second
to none other on the Atlantic seaboard. The creek upon

which Hampton stands was for a while the boundary-line

between the two armies—the Union lines remaining intrenched
upon 1its eastern shore during the early part of the war, while
the combating forces swayed back and forth as fortune favored
one or the other. The town and the long bridge across the creek
were burned, and the few houses of the richer residents which
escaped the general destruction were made the head-quarters
of Union or Confederate officers, as might be, until the lawless
hands of successive possessors had obliterated all traces of
former luxury. Before the war, Hampton and Old Point Com-
fort were favorite watering places with the better class of
Virginians, and summer after summer had seen the rambling,
airy houses filled with Southern aristocracy ; so that the havoc
of war wrought a quick and startling change from the gayety
of one season to the terror of the next.

But as the months went by, a greater change than all drew

near ; and when in the early summer of 1861, troops of blacks
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came pouring in from the interior of the State and the north-
ern counties of North-Carolina, then, indeed, the real meaning
of the war and its inevitable end became apparent, and the
question was no longer, “ What is to be done with the slaves ?”
but instead, “ What is to be done with the freedmen ?”
Newbern, North-Carolina, and Hampton, Virginia, were the
two cities of refuge to which they fled, their lives in their
hands, as the Israelites of old fled from the avengers of blood.
Fortress Monroe and its guns offered tangible protection, and
the spirit of the officers in command promised a surer protec-
tion still ; so that in little squads, in families, singly, or by whole

plantations, the negroes flocked within the Northern lines, until

the whole area of ground protected by the Union encamp-
ments was crowded with their little hurriedly-built cabins of
rudely-split logs. A remnant of these still remains in a suburb
of Hampton, numbering about five hundred inhab:tants, and
known by the significant name of Slabtown, and another called
more euphoniously Sugar Hill—on some principle of Zucus a 10
lucendo, it must be, as it is situated on a dead level, and cer-
tainly has no appearance of offering much literal or figurative
sweetening to the lives of its inhabitants.

How these people lived was and still 1s a mystery, for the
rations issued them from the army and hospital establishment
were necessarily insufficient, and those at the North who would
oladly have welcomed the new-comers with practicai assistance
were already overburdened with the paramount claims of army
work. However, all through that long first summer of the war,
we find occasional evidence that these new-born children of
freedom were not altogether forgotten ; and in October of the

same year, we know that organized work was begun among

them.
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This work was 1nitiated by the officers of the American Mis-
sionary Assoclation, who, in August, 1861, sent down as mis-
sionary to the freedmen, the Rev. C. L. Lockwood, his way
having been opened for him by an official correspondence and
interviews with the Assistant Secretary of War and Gene-
rals Butler and Wool, all of whom heartily approved of the
enterprise and offered him cordial coGperation. He found the
“contrabands” quartered in deserted houses, in cabins and
tents, destitute and desolate, but in the main willing to help
themselves as far as possible, and of at least average intelligence
and honesty. There was, of course, little regular employment
to offer them, and they subsisted upon government rations,
increased by the little they could earn in one way and another.
Mr. Lockwood's first work was the establishment of Sunday-
schools and church societies, and his own words show -the
spirit in which the assistance he was able to give was offered
and received. He says, in one of his first letters to the Ame-
rican Missionary Association, “I shall mingle largely with my
religious instruction the inculcation of industrious habits, order,
and good conduct in every respect. I tell them that they are
a spectacle before God and man, and that if they would further
the cause of liberty, it behooves them to be impressed with
their own responsibility. I am happy to find that they realize
this to a great extent already.”

This was certainly encouraging, and he goes on to report
that he finds little intemperance, and a hunger for books among
those who can read, which is most gratifying. He appeals at
once for primers, and for two or three female teachers to open
week-day schools ; and recommends that, in view of the impe-
rativeness of the need, the subject should be brought before
the public through the daily press and by means of public
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meetings. At the same time, he describes the opening of the
first Sunday-school in the deserted mansion of ex-President
Tyler, in Hampton, and, from his personal observation, declares
that many of the colored people are kept away from the schools
by want of clothing, a want which he looks. to the North to
supply. A little later in the year, he writes that, on Novem-
ber 17th, the first day-school was opened with twenty scholars
and a colored teacher, Mrs. Peake, who, before the war, being
free herself, had privately instructed many of her people who
were still enslaved, although such work was not without its
dangers.

From this time, schools were established as rapidly as suita-
ble teachers could be found and proper books provided ; but it
must be noted that these teachers were working almost wz#/z-
out compensation, their sole motive being a desire for the eleva-
tion of the race. As a proof of the quick awakening of the
ex-slaves to a -sense of the duties of {freedom, Mr. Lockwood
mentions that marriages were becoming very frequent, and
that although the fugitives lived in constant fear of being re-
manded to slavery, they did not remit their efforts to obtain
education and to raise themselves from the degradation of their
past.

In December, 1861, at the annual meeting of the American
Missionary Association, it was resolved that “ the new field of
missionary labor in Virginia should be faithfully cultivated,

-

and that the colored brethren there were fully entitled to the

advantages of compensated labor ;" which latter clause was a
much-needed acknowledgment, for in the same month we find it
stated that government, in return for the rations supplied to
the freedmen around Fortress Monroe, claimed the labor of all

who were able to work, giving them a nominal payment, the
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“greater part of which was retained by the quartermasters for
the use of the women, children, and infirm. The honesty and
wisdom with which this provision was apportioned depended,
of course, upon the character of the quartermasters and their
interest in the people ; and there is no doubt that even when
the administration was thoroughly just, the supply was entirely
inadequate to the need. In accordance with the above resolu-
tion, the American Missionary Association increased the num-
ber of their colored employees, and, in January, 1862, sent
down a second reénforcement of missionaries and teachers—
the reports of the progress of the negroes and their eagerness
for knowledge continuing remarkably favorable, while the de-
votion of a few was worthy of a more public acknowledgment
than it has ever received ; as, for example, Mrs. Peake, who died
in April, 1862, having literally laid down her life for her people,
for whom she labored beyond her strength until death lifted
her self-imposed burden.

During all these months, the attention of the Northern
public had been gradually attracted toward the condition of the
freedmen at various points throughout the South, and, on the
20th of February, 1862, a great meeting was held in the
Cooper Institute, New-York, at which many prominent men
were present, and a committee appointed who organized
themselves as the “ National Freedmen’s Relief Association,”
and announced their desire “to work, with the cooperation of
the Federal Government, for the relief and improvement of the
freedmen of the colored race ; to teach them civilization and
Christianity ; to imbue them with notions of order, industry,
economy, and self-reliance ; and to elevate them in the scale of
humanity by inspiring them with self-respect.” This meeting

gave incontrovertible evidence of the rapidity with which sym-
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pathy for the freedmen had grown up in the North ; but at thes
same time this sympathy was as yet, necessarily, of a very
oeneral character, and, indeed, it was not then possible to enter
into details, for the great fact of the permanent emancipation
of the slaves was not yet fully established, and innumerable
difficulties beset those who undertook any systematized effort
for their relief. Complaints had been made in regard to the
treatment of those at Fortress Monroe, and General Wool had
appointed a committee to examine into their condition, moral
and physical, which commission, after a faithful discharge ot
their duty, reported on most points favorably—making, however,
some suggestions as to future action, the principal ot which
was the recommendation that the government should appoint
some responsible civil agent to the charge of the improvement
of the freedmen. Captain C. B. Wilder, of Boston, was ap-
pointed superintendent of their affairs, and rendered efficient
service in their behall.

Mr. Lockwood still held his position as missionary to Hamp-
ton, and in July of this year wrote that the building of small
tenements was going on rapidly, gardens were being cultivated,
while a church and school-house were finished and occupied ;
and one of the officers of the American Missionary Associa-
tion reported, on his return from a tour of inspection, that the
general evidences of improvement were most satistactory. Un-
doubtedly, the quick and generous reply of the North to the
demand made upon their beneficence had much to do with the
safe transition of the blacks from slavery to freedom ; but it must
be remembered that opinion in the North was still divided,
and that more was due to the patient, determined spirit of the
freedmen themselves than to any other cause. A noteworthy

exhibition of this spirit occurred shortly after the decision of
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“the officers of the “ Freedmen’s Bureau,” that no more rations
were to be i1ssued to the blacks about Fortress Monroe, at a
time when a large number of them had no visible means of
support except such as government furnished. The distribu-
tion of rations ceased abruptly upon a certain day, October
1st, 1866, and the expectation of the officers stationed at
Hampton was that there would ensue general and probably
serious disturbance i1n the crowded quarters of the colored
people, who must necessarily feel the deprivation very acutely.
On the contrary, the report of these officers is, that the order
was carried out without producing the smallest expression of
dissatisfaction, and the usual tranquillity was maintained. The
two thousand {reedmen who had been fed by government
for vears, and were living in the depths of poverty, answered
almost at once the sudden and severe draught upon their
resources, and proved themselves possessors of unsuspected
strength.

Ignorant as these people were, they knew that they were
free, and in no way did they mean to trifle with their new-
found blessing. They had a curiously quick appreciation ot

the fact that freedom meant little to them unless they knew

how to use it, and they discerned for themselves that their
primary need was education. After the President’s proclama-
tion, published in October, 1862, the demand for schools steadi-
ly increased, and as the opportunities for their safe establish-
ment and support increased also, there began an amelioration
of the condition of the freedmen, which promised to be per-
manent because based on a sure foundation. The physical

destitution was so great that no charity, however broad, could

il

* See Appendix, Note 1.
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do more than afiord superficial relief, and it soon became evi-
dent that, on every account, the best help for these people was
that which soonest taught them to help themselves. Untrained
as they were, even in respect to the simplest facts of life,
their education had at the outset to be, of necessity, of the
most elementary character, and such primary schools as could
with comparative ease be supplied with both teachers and
books amply sufficed, and for the first two or three years
seemed to the blacks like the gates of heaven. As the num-
ber of fugitives near Hampton grew from month to month,
and the prospect was that for many of them the settlement
there would .become a permanent home, these primary schools
increased in number and capacity, one of them alone receiving
within three months more than eight hundred scholars, while
night-schools and, Sunday-schools took in many who for vari-
ous reasons could not attend during the usual day-school
hours. e

The Society of Friends at the North had, early in the war,
shown great interest in the freedmen, had sent several teachers
to Hampton and the vicinity, and was at this time occupying
one of the deserted houses as an Orphan Asylum. These
teachers worked in hearty cooperation with the teachers of the
American Missionary Association, and the little band struggled
bravely with the gigantic undertaking, for the work at this
point, where there were not less than 1600 pupils, was growing
so rapidly that failure here was especially to be dreaded.

But no teachers of another race could do for the freed peo-
ple-what was waiting to be done by men and women of their
own blood. In 1866, the American Missionary Association de-
termined upon the opening of a normal school, and in January,

1867, there appeared in the American Missionary Magazine an
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article by General S.C. Armstrong, earnestly and ably setting
forth the need of normal schools for colored people, wherein
they could be trained as teachers, and fitted to take up the work
of civilizing their expectant brethren ; and this article was fol-
lowed later in the year by reports from various well-qualified
employees of the American Missionary Association as to the
feasibility of this scheme. They were unanimous in their ap-
proval, and strongly urged the necessity of immediate action,
recommending the establishment of normal or training schools
as soon as adequate funds could be procured.

As is evident from the foregoing sketch of the growth of
the work at Hampton, every thing pointed to that place as
of primary importance; for here was collected one of the
largest settlements of fugitives (the population being of great-
er relative density than at any other point on the Atlantic
coast), here was a central and healthy situation, and here was
protection and a close connection with the sympathies of the
Northern public. Furthermore—and herein the thought of Gnd
seems too clear for us to dare to speak of it as “ chance”— the
chief official of the Freedmen’s Bureau at Hampton was at this
time General S. C. Armstrong, late Colonel of the Eighth Regi-
ment U. S. Colored Troops and Brigadier-General by Brevet,
whose interest in the blacks was earnest and practical, and
whose peculiar preparation for the work before him has had so
much to do with the results of that work, that it can not be
passed over unnoticed.

General Armstrong is the son of the Rev. Richard Arm-
strong, D.D., who for nearly forty years was missionary to the
Sandwich Islands. It may be interesting, in connection
with his son’s work in Virginia, to know that Dr. Armstrong

received his doctorate from Washington College, Lexington,
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Va., with whose President, Rev. Dr. Junkin, he was an inti-
mate friend at Carlisle College, Pa.

During sixteen years of his long life as missionary, Dr. Arm-
strong was Minister of Public Instruction of the Hawaiian
Kingdom, and in that position largely influenced the policy of
the government in respect to the school system of the Islands.
He succeeded in establishing the higher schools upon a manu-
al-labor basis, and these schools have been and still are remark-
ably satisfactory, both pecuniarily and in the character and
efficiency of their graduates. Dr. Armstrong’s life as a public
man was one of incessant labor, and in the sphere of usefulness
which he may be said to have created, his son was trained until
his twenty-first year, when, aftes having served actively in the
Department of Public Instruction at Honolulu for one year, he
was sent into the stimulating atmosphere of a New-England
college, to complete his education, at Williamstown, Mass.
Graduating from Williams College in the summer of 1862, he
at once entered the army as captain in a New-York regiment,
shortly afterward received a commission in the U. S. Colored
Troops, and as colonel of a colored regiment, gained an expe-
rience of the negro in a military capacity, which at the close of
the war was supplemented by a term of service in the Freed-
men’s Bureau, where he became thoroughly familiar with the
civil needs of the newly-made citizens.

Trained by this rare combination of events, General Arm-
strong, placed in a position of power at Hampton, scized at
once the salient points of the situation, and found himself, from
very force of habit, in quick sympathy with the people for whom
he was called upon to act. Thenceforward, the key-note of the
work of which we write was found in the fact that its chief

brought from Hawaii to Virginia an idea, worked out by Ame-
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rican brains in the heart of the Pacific, adequate to meet the
demands of a race similar in its dawn of civilization to the peo-
ple among whom this idea had first been successtully tested.
General Armstrong saw that the need of the freedmen, now
that their escape from slavery had become a certainty, was a
training which should as swiftly as possible redeem their past
and fit them for the demands that a near future was to make
upon them. They needed not only the teaching of books, but
the far broader teaching cf a free and yet disciplined life, and
the surest way to convince them of their own capacity for the
duties imposed upon them by freedom was to show them mem-
bers of their own race trained to self-respect, industry, and real
practical virtue. Teachers of their own race must be had,
young men and women, Who could go out among them, and, as
the heads of primary schools, could control and lead the chil-
dren, while, by the influence of their orderly, intelligent lives,
they could at the same time substantially affect the moral and
physical condition of the parents. Normal schools upon the
broadest plan were the thing required ; and as the American
Missionary Association, who, by right of their earnest labor,
were 1n possession of the field at Hampton, were favorably in-
clined to such an experiment, General Armstrong resolved,
with their coGperation and at their request, to devote himself to
the work ot founding a manual-labor school for colored people,
from which should go forth not only school-teachers, but farm-
teachers, home-teachers, teachers of practical Christianity,
bearing with them to their work at least some faint reflection
of the spirit of Christ himself. What could be more natural,
more beautiful than the growth of such a school within the
lines of Camp Hamilton, close to the spot sullied by the foot-

steps of the first slaves, on the very ground where the first
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freedmen’s school was opened, and where, when the Monitor
and the Merrimac met yonder in the blue water of the * Roads,”
a crowd of dusky figures was gathered in piteous, imploring
prayer that victory might not be unto the foe, whose success
meant the old terror, the awful darkness, of human bondage.

Here then should rise, God willing, the walls of sueh a build-
ing as America had never seen, a building whose corner-stone
should be the freedom of Christianity, and from whose gates
should go out, year after year, men and women fitted for right-
eous labor among a people whose past is a blot upon the na-
tional honor, staining the escutcheons of both North and South,
and to whom North and South alike owe a debt to be repaid
only by wise and liberal care tor many a day to come.

So, in the midst of suffering, in the midst of dangers and
uncertainties, with no sure promise of support, the school
began its life, and ‘inaugurated its work 1in April, 1868,
being incorporated by the General Assembly of Virginia,
in June, 1870, as the “ Hampton Normal and Agricultural In-
stitute,” with the following Board of Trustees: President,
George Whipple, New-York ; Vice-Presidents, R. W. Hughes,
Abingdon, Va.; Alexander Hyde, Lee, Mass. ; Secretary, S.
C. Armstrong, Hampton, Va.; Financial Secretary, Thomas K.
Fessenden, Farmington, Ct ; Treasurer, J. . B. Marshall, Bos-
ton, Mass.; O. O. Howard, &Vashington, D. C.; M. E. Strieby,
Newark, N. J.; James A. Garfield, Hiram, Ohio ; E. P. Smith,
Washington, D. C. ; John F. Lewis, Port Republic, Va.; B. G.
Northrop, New-Haven, Ct. ; Samuel Holmes, Montclair, N. J.;
Anthony M. Kimber, Philadelphia, Pa.; Edgar Ketchum, New-
York City ; E. M. Cravath, Brooklyn, N. Y.; H. C. Percy,
Norfolk, Va.; who now hold and control the entire property of

the Institute, and to whose wisdom is due the adoption ot the
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carefully elaborated system’ which experience has proved to be
so successful.

Little by little, the building grew ; money and helping hands
came from the North; a hundred acres of good farm-land gave
opportunity for that practical education in agriculture so sadly

needed throughout the South ; and although the struggle was

unceasing, the spirit of those on whom the burden fell never
for a moment flagged, and the work went steadily on. One
by one, friends were made who pledged themselves that
“Hampton” should not fail ; and the wisdom and experience of
more than one co laborer were placed at General Armstrong’s
disposal. With the hearty generosity characteristic of "him,
(zeneral O. O. Howard, both as head of the Freedmen’s Bureau
and as a private individual, gave good help again and again to

the school which was to do a work after his own heart, and

from the date of its opening to the present day, he has proved
an unfailing friend and benefactor.* As the plan of the
school became more generally understood, students flocked 1in,
not from Virginia alone, but from many States of the South,
and showed an appreciation of the opportunity offered them
oreater than the most hopeful of the laborers among them had
dared to expect. The corps of teachers was necessarily en-
larged, and a “Home” furnished for them in one of the
‘houses purchased with the farm, while a long line of deserted
barracks and a second building, formerly used as a grist-mill,
were taken for girls’ dormitories—-these, with the necessary
barns and workshops, all standing in convenient neighborhood
to each other, close down upon the shore, completing the pres-

ent list of school buildings.

pr— — ——— —

* See Appendix, Note 2,
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TEACHERS' HOME AND GIRLS QUARTERS.

The history of the school from the time of its legal organiza-
tion until to-day is the history of a brave struggle against op-
posing circumstances, which has been made thus far successful
by the determined spirit of students and teachers, the steady lib-
erality of Northern friends, and the generosity of Virginia. In
recalling the list of those who have fed the growth of the school
with full and cheerful bounty, it is almost impossible to avoid the
mention of special names and instances, and yef in any such
mention it is inevitable that much must be left unsaid and the
story of many a gracious deed remain untold. There is perhaps
no feature of the history of Hampton more striking and more
valuable as a proof of the power of unity of purpose than the
fact that the school is, as it claims to be, truly unsectarian,
and that while founded by the American Missionary Associa-
tion, and therefore strictly orthodox in its origin and evan-
gelical in its teaching, it ranks among its supporters and
warm friends, Quakers, Unitarians, societies and men of every
shade of belief.
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The gift which gave Hampton its first impetus came in the

o one of the execu-

spring of 1867, when the Hon. Josiah King,

tors of the “Avery Fund,” of Pittsburg, Pa., visited Hamp-
ton, and decided to expend, through the Association, $10,000 of
that legacy in assisting to purchase the “ Wood Farm” or “ Lit-
tle Scotland,” a tract of land on the cast side of the creek, known
during the war as Camp Hamilton, in which, at one time, as

many as fifteen thousand sick and wounded Union soldiers have

been cared for. This property consisted of 125 acres of excel-
lent land, besides two outlying lots of small value, containing
40 acres, with some $12,000 worth of available buildings, and
the total cost was $19,000, of which the American Missionary
Association paid $gooo, thus holding the property until the
appointment of the Board of Trustees, whose names have al-
ready been given, to whom the property and control of the
school were transferred in 1872.

As a natural result of military occupancy, the farm was at
this time entirely out of condition, and both buildings and soil
required an immediate and comparatively large outlay. The
Freedmen’s Bureau made an appropriation of about $2000 to
ald with the buildings, and just as this was exhausted, and the

position most critical, Mrs. Stephen Griggs, of New-York, made

a timely gift of $6000, increasing it afterward to $10,000,

which put the institution on a firm foundation. From time to
time, General Howard, as chief of the Freedmen’'’s Bureau,
oranted additional funds for building and other purposes, amount-
ing to upward of $350,000, and contributions of from $50 to
$5000 dropped in from various sources, increasing as the school
~grew, and furnishing so sure a supply, that, although the trea-
sury was at times absolutely empty, and the coming of the next
dollar an entire uncertainty, yet, in obedience to some unknown




28 HAMPTON AND ITS STUDENTS.

law of supply and demand, the next dollar never failed to come
and save the school from a bankruptcy which was more than
once threatened. Thus, when the present Academic Hall had
been completed, at a cost of $48,000, and $44,500 was all that
the most strenuous efforts had been able to secure, a generous
lady of Boston canceled the debt. And now again, when the
recent panic in the money market had caused the income of
resources for the building of Virginia Hall to cease entirely, two
Boston friends guaranteed the funds for completing the walls
and putting on the roof—a gift of about $10,000. IExperiences
like this can not fail to strengthen our faith that this is God’s
work, and will go on in the future as it has in the past.

In 1872, the school received its first aid from Virginia, which
was bestowed on it inits character as an agricultural college, and
acknowledged as follows by the Board of Trustees at a meeting
held in Hampton, June 12th, 1872 :

“ Resolved, 1. That .the trustees of the Hampton Normal

and Agricultural Institute accept the trust reposed in them by
the General Assembly of Virginia, in the act approved March
19th, 1872, entitled, ¢ An Act to appropriate the income arising
from the proceeds of the land scrip accruing to Virginia
under act of Congress of July 2d, 1862, and the acts amenda-
tory thereof, on the terms and conditions therein set forth.’

“ Resolved, 2. That, in view of this appropriation, the trus-
tees hereby stipulate to establish at once a department in
which thorough instruction shall be given, by carefully selected
professors, in the following branches, namely, Practical Farming
and Principles of Farming ; Practical Mechanics and Principles
of Mechanics; Chemistry, with special reference to Agriculture;
Mechanical Drawing and Book-keeping ; Military Tactics.

“ Resolved, 3. That the trustees request leave of the cura-
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tors to invest, at an earlyday, not more than one tenth of the
principal of the land fund assigned to this institution in addi-
tional lands, to be used for farm purposes, and to expend not
exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) during the present year
in purchasing a chemical laboratory.

“ Kesolved, 4. That the Principal of this. institution be au-
thorized to receive one hundred students from the free colored
schools of this State, free of charge, for instruction and use of
public buildings, to be selected by him, in such manner as may
be agreed upon between himself and the Board of Education
of the State of Virginia.”

The appropriation was 100,000 acres of the public land scrip,
sold in the market for $95,000, one tenth of which was expend-
ed for seventy acres of additional land, and the balance Invest-
ed 1n State bonds bearing six per cent interest.

T'his noble gift is worthy of Virginia’s advanced position in
the work of development and progress before the South,* a
position to which her Superintendent of Public Instruction, Dr.
Wm. H. Ruffner, points with just pridein his last deeply inter-
esting report to the General Assembly. She is not only at the
head of all the Southern States in the work of education, by her
numerous colleges and universities, by her splendid school sys--
tems of Richmond and Petersburg, and her general and gene-
rous provision for common schools throughout the State, but it is
proven by statistics that“where the white population alone is
concerned, Virginia has alarger proportion of her sonsin superior
institutions probably than any State or country in the world.”
“What stronger evidence,” Dr. Ruffner justly asks, “could be
presented of the love of Virginia for the higher branches of

learning than the fact that it.can not be quenched or even

e

*See Governor Walker's letter, Appendix, Note s,
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partially suppressed by the pinching poverty which now over-
spreads the South?” It is evident that, as he told us last sum-
mer, at Hampton commencement, “our old State has entered
honestly and uncomplainingly upon the work of educating her
people, white and colored, with impartiality, and to the extent
of her ability, and ske intends to keep on with 1.’

The curators mentioned in the above resolutions are nine in
number, five of whom are appointed by the Governor every
fourth year, and it is provided that three of these five must
be colored men. The State Board of Education, composed of
the Governor, Attorney-General, and State Superintendent of
Education, together with the President of the Virginia Agri-
cultural Society, are curators ex-officio.

The full Board consists at present of Gilbert C. Walker,*
Governor of Virginia, President of the Board of Education ;
James E. Taylor, Attorney-General ; William H. Ruffner, Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction ; William H. F. Lee, Presi-
dent Virginia Agricultural Society. (The above named are
ex-officio members.)

Appointed for a term of four years : O. M. Dorman, of Nor-
folk, Va. ; Thomas Tabb, of Hampton, Va.; William Thorn-
ton, of Hampton, Va.; James H. Holmes, of Richmond, Va.;
Casar Perkins, of Buckingham C. H., Va. |

This body of curators meet the trustees annually for the
transaction of business, the last annual meeting bringing to-
gether a remarkable group of men of two races and opposing
sentiment, who united in complete amity for a work of which

they, one and all, appreciated the importance.f

* By the last election of November, 1873, General James L. Kemper
was elected Governor of Virginia, and becomes President, ex-officio,

of the Board of Curators. t See Appendix, Note 8.
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This spirit of amity, of mutual respect, and good-will which
has been constantly developing between the school and its
Southern neighbors in the State and the town has been indeed
one of the most gratifying and encouraging features in its his-
tory, and a most essential element in its success. Abundant
evidence of the existence of such a spirit is found in the fact
that from many of the best citizens of Hampton, the school has
received friendly visits and frequent words of encouragement
and good-will. One of her most eminent citizens i1s a member
of the State Board of Curators of the Institute, and as its legal
adviser, has rendered valuable and gratuitous service. To one
of her leading clergymen, the school is indebted for interesting
and 1nstructive lectures, and for words of Christian sympathy
and iriendly counsel. One of her principal physicians has
oftered his services gratuitously to the school. More than one
merchant of the town has made a liberal discount from his bill
against 1t, and one, 1n doing so, add=: these kind words :

“ Please accept this as my humble mite toward the support
of your admirable institution. Would that my means were
such as to justity a more liberal discount.”

All these instan-es ot good-will, and others which could be
named, have come from citizens whose fortunes were cast with
the South, in the late civil contest, and it is a pleasure to re-
ceive such proofs of their appreciation of the real aim and
scope of the work. The distrust and occasional distavor with
which the enterprise was first viewed by some of them have
gradually given place to confidence and good-will as time has
developed its workings and its influence, and there 1s now be-
tween the school and its neighbors generally a mutual feeling

of pleasure in each other’s prosperity.
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The growing prosperity of the town of Hampton, since its
desolation by the war, is indeed a matter for rejoicing. Ro-
mantic as has been the tragic history of its past, it is by no
means interesting merely as a ruin, but, on the contrary, 1s reco-
vering itself with a rapidity that is striking and significant. The
“ contraband ” tide which overwhelmed it in 1861, in ebbing,
left a residue behind which makes its population (2500) still
nearly three quarters negro, but the condition of the freedmen,
then greatly demoralized, has constantly improved. Five years
ago, the trustees of the Normal School appropriated a portion
of its lands for the erection of model cottages, which were sold
to the freedmen at paying prices.

The ambition to become land-owners, encouraged in this and
in other ways, has so increased among them, that, as an intel-
ligent white citizen of Hampton recently remarked, “not one
of them is satisfied now till he owns a house and lot, and a cow.
All the money he can get he saves up to buy them.” A strik-
ing sign of the improvement in the relations of the freedman
with his white neighbors is the fact that one of the principal
proprietors of land in Hampton, one of its old residents, has
recently been selling off his lots successively to white and col-
ored bidders as they chanced to present themselves.

The army of slab huts which once overran the desolated
streets has retreated to an outpost, which it still holds, but 1s
oradually melting away before the advancing forces of civiliza-
tion.

The town itself is steadily rising from its ashes. It has
some fifty stores, a new and well-kept hotel, while the ancient
walls of St. John’s Church, which have withstood so many ot
the shocks of time, no longer stand in picturesque ruin, b

cather within them every Sunday many of those who " '~
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shiped there before the war, The little village is in a generally
thriving condition, and bids fair to reéstablish its long-held
reputation as an attractive seaside resort, as many of the
friends and guests of the Normal School have already found it a
pleasant place of retreat from bitter northern storms, with its
unsurpassed beauty of situation, and its climate, temperate
in the main (though not entirely free from the terrors ot
the frost), the pleasures of midwinter boating on its land-
locked waters, its Christmas roses, and its perennial oysters.
It 1s the centre of historic ground, and is surrounded by
places well worth visiting, whose names recall associations
of thrilling interest: Yorktown, Newport News, Norfolk,
Big Bethel, are all within a radius of twenty miles. Two
miles down the creek, at the mouth of Hampton Roads,
1s Fortress Monroe, interesting both in its historic past
and 1its present busy life as a military post and artillery
school, under command of Major-General W. F. Barry.
Nearer still is another friendly neighbor of the school, the
Chesapeake Military Asylum, as it is popularly called, the
Southern branch of the National Home for Disabled Volun-
teers. Thelarge, commanding edifice occupied betore the war
by one of the principal young ladies’ seminaries of Virginia
now shelters nearly four hundred invalid veterans, under the
kind and able command of Captain Woodfin, U. S. Volunteers,
and 1s a monument of the nation’s gratitude, at all times
worthy of inspection. '
These are some of the attractions of Hampton, but among
them the school itself surely ranks first, in view of what it has
done and is doing to solve some of the grave problems left to
the country by the decisions of the war, the problems of recon-

struction for blacks and whites, of the readjustment of dis-
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turbed social equilibriums, of what to do with the negro, and

what to do for the South.
The influence of a live, active power like’ this institution

should certainly be felt in the circle immediately surrounding

it, and may claim some place among the causes of Hampton's
growth. Not only by adding somewhat to the business of the
place, but by making itself and its objects respected, by giving
honor to industry, and working out the visible results of skilled
labor and practical education, by manifesting a spirit of helpful
sympathy and honest intent to the community around 1t, it has
established a position therein which is cordially acknowledged,
and deserves such estimate by the thinking men of the South

as was expressed on the last commencement-day by Rev. Dr.

Ruffner :
“It would have been easy to establish a school here that

would have been hateful to the intelligent people of the State,
and been mischievous just in proportion to its success. But

this school is worthy of all praise. Itsaim has been honest and

single. It is just what it seems to be—a purely educational

institution, giving satisfaction to all and offense to none.”
Such, up to this time, has been the history of the “ Hampton
Normal and Agricultural Institute,” and the noteworthy fact
stands out, we trust, clearly enough that the school 1s a growi/ ;
no unfinished, one-sided, unstable creation of an individual
whim, but a natural, healthy growth. It has not been forced
upon the people ; it is not a makeshift until something better
can be had ; it has not been endowed by any one person, to be
at the mercy of a changing humor ; but, on the contrary, it has
met a people’s imperative demand, and having met that demand
honestly, it bears within itself the reason for its permanent

continuance and increase, while the fact that its acres have been
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bought and its bricks laid with money from a thousand different
sources has rooted its claims in a multitude of hear;ts, and
made its future very hopeful.

The system adopted in the first instance by the officers and
trustees has been, with some modifications, continued, and has
certain peculiarities which entitle it to such a description as
can best be given from the personal observation of one who, as
a teacher, has obtained a familiar knowledge of its working and
its results. The following pages are therefore devoted to an
account of the actual condition of the school, giving, also,
something of the experience of the troupe of colored singers
known as the “ Hampton Students,” who were sent out in the
winter of '72-3, in the hope that the appeal of their music and
their faces might enable the Hampton treasury to meet the
calls made upon it by the rapidly increasing student-roll. The
endeavor has been, in presenting this brief history to the
public, to create, if possible, an intelligent and lasting interest
in the future of Hampton, and to show that, while its work was
at the outset necessarily experimental, the school has already
become theoretically and practically a success, needing only a
reasonable increase of means in order to take its place as one
of the most important institutions of the South.
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A TEACHER'S WITNESS.
by M. F.“A.

IT is evident that the only test of any system of education
which can be of value is the test of practical application, and
when the founders of the Hampton Normal and Agricultural
Institute were called upon to decide as to the gefferal character
of the school they, were about to establish, they were keenly
alive to the importance of making use of all possible means to
nsure the success of their unique undertaking, an undertaking
which was at that t1m_e so far without plecedt,nt as to be to
many minds simply chimerical. '

First of all, therefore, they consulted the needs of those who
were destined to become the pupils of the school, and then took
careful account of the experience of various experimentalists,
- course which resulted in the adoption of a * Manual Labor
System,” which, by right of the originality of certain of its
features, may fairly be known as the “ Hampton System.” This
system, as it stands, is remarkable ; because, while 1t has
drawn largely from different sources in our own and other
countries, its application to a people scarcely emerged from
slavery made requisite certain peculiarities which are particu-
larly worthy of notice as being a direct resultof an unparalleled
social revolution.

The slaves, whose emancipation made such a school as
Hampton possible, found, as the inevitable effect of their

enslavement, their chief misfortune in deficiency of character
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rather than in ignorance. They were improvident, without
selt-reliance, and immoral.  On the other hand, they possessed
the virtues of patience and cheerfulness, a- hearty desire for
improvement, especilally in book knowledge, while in many
cases there existed a religious fervor often amouﬁting to a form
of superstition, so vivid was, and still is, their belief in all con-
ditions of the supernatural, from God to Satan. Four millions
of these slaves were set free with absolutely no preparation for
a state of which the novelty alone was sufficierit to blind or
dazzle their unused faculties, and with scarcely more than
nominal restraint or assistance, were left to shift for themselves
in the midst of the ruins of the only social law of which they
had any experience.

It can hardly be necessary to allude in other than the
briefest terms to the condition of the Southern States directly
after the war ; and, indeed, thereare only two facts which require
just here to be dwelt upon—namely, first, that the slaveholders
bereft of their slaves were almost as helpless as the slaves, so
far as concerned the retrieval of their fortunes; for not only
had six generations of slave-owning in a marked manner en-
feebled the power of a majority of the dominant race, but the
annihilation of property in men left the South inalmost universal
bankruptcy ; second, that enforced labor being no longer to be
had, the future of the South depended upon the speedy creation
of a class of skilled and willing laborers, and that such laborers
were to be found mainly in the vast army of unemployed freed
men and, women,

No one for whom the question had any interest could fail to
see that the best hope of both whites and blacks lay in a wise
training of both races for the work that was waiting for them,

and the establishment in the South of schools that should afford
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such training. General Armstrong, stationed as an officer of
the Freedmen’s Bureau at Hampton, where the work had been
already so well begun by the American Missionary Association,
saw the importance of locating one of these schools at that
point, central 4% it was to the oreat negro population of Virginia,
North-Carolina, and Maryland, a population numbering more
than a million. The seed sown years ago in far-off Pacific -
islands sprang now into quick fruitage, for a youth passed
among a people similar in many respects to the Anglo-African,
gave him a peculiar power to grasp the problem ot the suc-
cessful establishment of a normal school for freedmen. The
intelligent and liberal support of the American Missionary
Association and the Freedman’s Bureau enabled him, when,
appointed ‘Principal of the Hampton Institute, to adopt a
manual-labor system, his opinion being that such- a system,
carefully prepared, would best meet the exigencieé of the case.
He had seen the successful working of such schools among the
semi-civilized natives of the Sandwich Islands, and his own
views were strengthened by the testimony of some of the oldest
of the pioneer missionaries, one of whom, the Rev. Dwight
Baldwin, D.D., in writing to Hampton, gives briefly the result
of their experiments among the Hawaiian people. He says,
“ The Lahainaluna school has been a great light in the midst
of the Hawaiian Islands. For the whole forty years that it has
been in operation, it has been a mighty power to aid us In
enlightening and Christianizing the Hawaiian race. =~ Without
this seminary, how could we have furnished any thing like
efficient teachers for a universal system of common schools, a
system which has already made almost the entire people of
these islands readers of the Bible? Then, also, of all the native
preachers and pastors who have been enlisted in this good

i
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work, it has been veryrare to find one particularly useful who
has not been previously trained in this seminary. And through-
out the 1slands, except just about the capital, where toreigners
are employed, the execution of the laws depends entirely upon
educated Hawaillans. It has always been a manual-labor
school.” This arose partly from necessity ; but a second reason
was that all our plans for elevating this people were laid from
the beginning to give them not only learning, but also intel-
ligent appreciation of their duties as men and citizens, and co
prepare them in every way for a higher civilization. The plan
pursued here in this respect is the same, I believe, essentially,
as you have pursued at the Hampton Institute. It is the plan
'dictated by nature and reason, and if you pursue it thoroughly
and wisely, it will make your Institute a speedy blessing to all
the freedmen of the South.”

From such witnesses as these, and from the carefully reported
experience of schools in Germany, France, and Great Britain,
all possible facts were obtained, and Hampton, in 1868, was
inaugurated as a manual-labor school. To the completeness
with which it has fulfilled its original design, many witnesses
have borne testimony, and that one given by the Rev. George
L.. Chaney, of Boston, in January, 1870, is especially interesting
from its impartiality :

“ This school, open alike to men and women of every race,
but only attended now by freedmen, sets the rule of educa-
tion to the whole nation. The State which is kept standing
on the threshold of our Union carries in- her hands the ideal
school. The Northern men and women who went South to
teach have learned more than they have taught. Driven by
the necessity of their impoverished pupils, they have learnedto
combine an education of the hand with the education of the
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mind. It is already written in the proof-sheets of the new
history, that Massachusetts learned from Virginia how to keep
school.” L

At the very outset, the trustees were wise enough to reject
the theory that the manual labor performed by students must
necessarily be made profitable, but based their efforts upon the
fact that their system had for its primary object the ‘education
of the pupils. They devoted themselves to obtaining for the
scholars such advantages as the nature of their past lives made

specially desirable ; and realizing distinctly that true manhood

is the ultimate end of education, of experience, and of life, they
orounded their work on the conviction that the best and most
practical training is that of the faculties which should guide and
direct all the others. They appreciated also the comparative

uselessness of educating the men of any race when their
mothers and sisters are left untrained, and resolved that the
Hampton system should include both sexes under the most
favorable possible circumstances.

The school opened in April, 1868, with twenty (20) scholars
and two (2) academic teachers, while for the term beginning
September, 1873, the catalogue shows us a roll of twelve (12)
teachers in the academic department, six (6) teachers in the
industrial departments, and two hundred and twenty-six (226)
pupils. These figures 1n themselves represent success, and
the reports of the various. departments furnish still further
proof that the division of labor and study has been satisfactory
to teachers and scholars, while the pecuniary result is altogether
better than was originally expected. At the opening of the
present term, the system may be considered as matured, and
the division of the school into academic and industrial depart-
ments, each with its separate corps of teachers, under the
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CHAPEL AND FARM MANAGER S HOUSE.

control of one principal, has been found to afford the required
advantages.

The farm of one hundred and ninety (19o) acres, which
includes seventy-two (72) acres of the “ Segar Farm,” recently
purchased with the avails of the LLand Scrip Fund, is managed
by an experienced farmer ; and for the pui*pose of interfering as
little as possible with recitations, the students are divided
into five squads, which are successively assigned one day in
each week for labor on the farm. All the boys also work a
half or the whole of every Saturday, during the term. Each

student has therefore, each week, from a day and a half to two

days of labor on the farm, for which he is allowed from five to
ten cents an hour, or from seventy-five cents to two dollars a
week, according to his ability.

From two to four hired men are steadily employed to take
care of teams, drive market-wagon, etc. ; but the greater part
of the farm-work is done by the young men of the school.
Market-gardening is carried on extensively, hundreds of dollars’
worth of asparagus, cabbages, white and sweet potatoes, peas,
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and peaches being annually sold at Fortress Monroe, or shipped
to the markets of Baltimore, Philadelphia, New-York, and
Boston. Between twenty and thirty gallons of milk are daily
supplied to the boarding department of the school or sold in the

neighborhood, at an average price of thirty cents per gallon.
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LION AND JOHN SOLOMON.

The introduction of blooded stock, a French Canadian stallion,
Ayrshire cattle, Chester pigs, etc., is directly benefiting the
farmers of the surrounding country, the appreciation of the
value of these importations being shown by the fact that at the
Virginia and North-Carolina State Agricultural Fair held in
Nortolk, in the autumn of 1872, three first prizes were taken by
normal-school stock.

The division of the one hundred and forty-six (146) acres

under cultivation during the past year is as follows :
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THE PRINTING OFFICE,

The printing-office connected with the school was founded
by the gift of one thousand dollars from Mrs. Augustus Hem-
cnway, of Boston, and was opened for business November
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i1st, 1871, beginning with two small presses, a second-hand
Washington hand-press, and a quarter-medium Gordon press,
to which was added last winter, by the liberality of Messrs.
Richard Hoe & Co., of New-York, a first-class hand stop
cylinder press, a gift of very great value to the school.
About the same time, a donation of nearly three hundred

dollars’ worth of new type was made by Messrs. Farmer, Little

& Co., New-York. These generous gifts have greatly in-
creased the working facilities of the office, which is the only
one in Hampton. By the job-work which it 1s thus able to
take in, it is established upon a paying basis, as wellas enabled
to offer greater advantages of work to the students. The boys
employed in the office are selected as showing particular apti-
tude for the business, and the majority of them make rapid
progress—one indeed having been able during the past year to
pay his way in school by work done out of school hours.

The first cost of the office and its furniture was paid by
friends in the North, and the neighborhood affords a fair regu-
lar supply of job-work, while an illustrated paper, 7/e Soutiiern
Workman,is published monthly, for circulation among the in-
dustrial classes of the South, among whom it has met with
a very favorable reception.®

In addition to their training on the farm and in the printing-
office, the male students are employed in the carpenter and
blacksmith-shops, shoe-shop and paint-shop, where most ot
the ordinary repairs and light work of the establishment are
done. These different departments of manual labor turnish
such variety of instruction as admi.rably prepares the students

for the uncertainty of their futurelives, and enables them at the

—— — W oy e —

* See Note 3in Appendix.
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end of the three years’ course to choose between several occu-

pations, in any one of which they can serve with honor and

profit to themselves.
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GIRLS’ INDUSTRIAL ROOM.

The young women of the school are also provided with an
Industrial Department (founded by a Northern lady), where
they are taught to cut and fit garments, and to use various
sewing-machines, the articles which they produce being sold to
members of the school or to persons in the neighborhood ; and
the report of the founder of this department is, that “ the young
women employed are in most cases faithful and industrious,
eager and grateful for the opportunity of earning something
toward their expenses, while their spirit and conduct 1n con-
nection with the department have, except in a few cases, been

good in all respects.” In addition to the special work of this
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department, the girls are taught the ordinary duties ot a house-
hold, laundry-work, etc., and are thus fitted to become cleanly
and thrifty housekeepers, while their personal habits are care-
fully superintended, and they are constantly instructed in the
simpler laws of health.

The lakor performed by the students during the last two
years and its results are so essential a part -of the schools
history, that the following extract from the Treasurer's report

is given, as embodying statistics of real value:

SESSION OF 1871-2.

Students on JADOTEIISE . o < sienvpic s aomomineicisy o s s oo T T G et wio s 95
CREDITS FOR LABOR.

O TATINN o oo pleri b g ichn oo %, s forte wo a (oo wilicrl e i 4 AR g $1,360 OI
Boarding Department (house-work) ...........ocovvniiin, 1,087 35
Girls’ Industrial Department (sewing, €tc.)....coeevevvna... 625 03
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